
 

 

Procedures for International Honorarium Recipients and International 
Performers 

 
A summary of the rules and regulations related to paying honorariums and international performers is 
below however each situation is different and dependent on multiple variables such as where the visitor is 
from, what type of visa they hold, their tax status in the U.S. and any prior business visits to the U.S.  
Please contact the 
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3. state this at the border so they get a B-1 stamp in their passport.  Business visitors 

from Canada may also need to provide proof of their business purpose, such as a copy of the 

contract, to the immigration agent.  If they do not have a B-1 stamp, the College generally 

cannot pay them an honorarium.   

 

Tax Withholding 
The College is required by law to withhold Federal income tax at the rate of 30% from any 
payment for services to an international visitor unless there is an exclusion such as a tax treaty that would 
exempt the recipient from withholding.   There are tax treaties between the U.S. and about 60 other 
countries that may provide an exemption to the mandatory 30% withholding requirement.  This needs to 
be determined on a case by case basis.  If the College does not withhold the required 30% in tax 
from the international visitor, the College is responsible for paying the tax, and most often 
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